
Bistro.   Please join the 

Platte River Parkway Trust 

Board of Directors for our 

Annual Meeting on Mon-

day, February 22nd, at the 

Tate Pumphouse Trail Cen-

ter from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.  

 This informal gath-

ering will provide Parkway 

members and the public an 

opportunity to preview 

2010 goals, projects and 

events and visit with Park-

way board members at the 

new Tate Pumphouse Trail 

Center. 

 Light refreshments 

will be provided by Gegi‟s 

 Construction of 

Phase II of the Beverly 

Street Underpass is sched-

uled for Spring 2010.  The 

project contractor is Griz-

zly Construction with engi-

neering and project over-

sight provided by Civil 

Engineering Professionals, 

Inc. 

 The project will 

include uncovering the bur-

ied tunnel and then clean-

ing, painting and lighting 

the underpass.  A retaining 

head wall will be installed 

with wing walls and retain-

ing walls parallel to new 

bypass sidewalks with 

stairs connecting the main 

sidewalk to the by-pass 

sidewalks. 

 The site will fea-

ture extensive irrigated 

landscaping that will blend 

in with existing landscap-

ing along Beverly Street, 

including grasses, perenni-

als and trees.  New Rails to 

Trails signs and street signs 

will be installed along the 

trail above the headwall to 

the underpass. 

 An additional 10 

foot wide concrete trail 

will be added from Lennox 

Street to Eastdale Park.  

New bollards will be 

placed along the alley the 

full length of the new trail, 

to separate vehicular traffic 

from trail users. 

 Funding for the 

project has come from sev-

eral sources including Op-

tional One Cent #13, a 

Wyoming Department of 

Transportation TEAL grant 

as well as WYDOT Stimu-

lus funding.   

 The Platte River 

Parkway‟s long range goal 

is to extend the Casper Rail 

Trail, which begins down-

town at Center Street, east 

to Edness Kimball Wilkins 

State Park.  

Parkway Annual Meeting is Open House 

Beverly Street Underpass Set For Spring Construction 
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Parkway Gets New Trail Center 

Letter from the President:  Keith Cottam 

Dear Friends of the 

Parkway, 

 

 The North 

Platte River that runs 

through our town is a 

gift that continues to 

grow in importance.  As 

we manage and clean up 

the waterway and de-

velop and extend the 

Platte River Parkway, 

the river and the com-

munity‟s pathway be-

come increasingly won-

derful places for great 

experiences and memo-

ries.  My wife and I ride 

our bicycles on the 

Parkway often and al-

ways notice wildlife, fly 

fishermen, kayaks on 

the river, changing sea-

sons, sunsets and even an 

approaching thunder-

storm one evening. 

 

 And now that the 

Tate Pumphouse and 

Gegi‟s Bistro are in place 

and open, more and more 

people are drawn to the 

area. 

 

 All of this has 

been made possible by 

many dedicated volun-

teers over several dec-

ades who have invested 

extensive time, talent and 

funding to help the river 

and the Parkway make a 

prominent name for it-

self.  I know from experi-

ence that there are a lot 

of visitors to Casper who 

know what we have ac-

complished and enjoy the 

river along the Parkway. 

 

 The investments 

we make to keep the 

river clean and enjoyable 

and the Parkway attrac-

tive and safe are among 

the best that we should 

continue.  We are in 

tough economic times, 

but our commitment to 

volunteering and making 

financial contributions 

will help assure a greater 

future for Casper and one 

of the best river trails in 

the country. 
 

restaurant and bike/
kayak vendor space. 
 Plans are cur-
rently underway to 
landscape the new fa-
cility and prepare for 
summer 2010.  The 
goal is to provide an 
outdoor recreation area 
that with space for edu-
cational programming 
ranging from Tai Chi 
classes to nature talks 
and walks.  The long 
range goal is to create 
a green gateway into 
the City from the west, 
beginning at the inter-

section of Poplar and 
W. 1st Street past the 
Pumphouse to the W. 
Yellowstone Bridge. 
 The Parkway 
still needs your help to 
further develop the 
Trail Center.  If you are 
interested in purchas-
ing a Pumphouse 
paver contact the Park-
way office, 577-1206. 
  

 Users of the 
Platte River Parkway 
trail system now have 
a central gathering 
place at the Tate Pum-
phouse Trail Center 
located mid-way on the 
10.5 mile pathway.   
 The Tate Pum-
phouse is a trailhead 
facility that provides 
trail access and park-
ing and houses the 
Platte River Parkway 
offices and Stroock-
Rea conference room, 
indoor public rest-
rooms, outdoor plaza, 
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Parkway Events 2010 
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 The Parkway 
Board has already begun 
planning for our 2010 
events. 
 The Parkway Festi-
val will be back again by 
popular demand.  This 
event, that began in1992, 
gives the community an 
opportunity to come out 
and enjoy the river corri-
dor and support the trail 

system.   
 In 2009 over 2500 
people attended the Festi-
val to enjoy scrumptious 
BBQ, great microbrew 
tasting, good music and 
fun for the entire family.   
 Also in 2010, the 
Parkway will hold itôs an-
nual Spring Clean-Up on 
May 15th.  This event 
gives us a chance to clean 

up the trail after the long 
winter and ready it for 
summer.   
 

  

River at 1775 W. 1st 
Street. 
 The idea for a res-
taurant located along the 
community trail system 
was part of the original 
Parkway Masterplan de-
veloped in 1982.   
 The Parkway ap-
plied for and received a 
Wyoming Business Coun-

 Gegiôs Bistro at the 
Tate Pumphouse is now 
open for lunch and dinner 
Tuesday through Saturday 
from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
 Gegi Scott and 
Darren Herbst invite you 
to stop in and enjoy deli-
cious food in a unique and 
beautiful location along 
the scenic North Platte 

cil Community Develop-
ment Block Grant to assist 
with construction of the 
infrastructure to the Pum-
phouse restaurant.  This 
grant is an economic de-
velopment effort and re-
quires documentation of 
jobs created at the facility.   
 

currently undergoing an 
update.  This update will 
include the following new 
components.   
*  A new button will be 
added to allow visitors the 
opportunity to join an elec-
tronic mailing list.  This list 
will be completely private 
and will allow Parkway 
supporters to receive trail 
information through e-
mail.   

*  A Donate Now button 
will be added to allow 
online donations to the 
Parkway.   
*  The trail system map will 
be updated to include new 
photos and trail informa-
tion. 
So stay tuned for a newly 
improved Platte River 
Parkway website and   
visit us at platteriverpark-
way.org. 
 

 People surf the 
web daily for everything 
from shopping to network-
ing.  The Platte River 
Parkway wants those who 
visit our website to have 
an enjoyable experience 
accessing the most cur-
rent information on the 
trail system as well as 
Parkway projects and 
events. 
Thanks to Webwright Inc., 
the Parkway website is 

Parkway Website Update 

Gegiõs Bistro Now Open at the Tate Pumphouse 

2010  

Parkway Events  

 

Parkway Annual 

Meeting & Open 

House 

Monday  

February 22nd     

4:30ñ6:30 p.m.  

Tate Pumphouse Trail 

Center  

 

Parkway Spring 

Clean-Up 

Saturday  

May 15th  

9:00 a.m. 

Tate Pumphouse Trail 

Center  

 

Parkway Festival  

Saturday  

August 28th  

12 noonñ5 p.m.  

Crossroads Adventure 

Playground  
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Thank You Parkway Donors 2009 
Adbay.com 
Al Fraser & Laurie Fletcher 
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Andreen Hunt Contractors Inc 
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Ann & Mike Zwickl 
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Bank of the West 
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Central Wyoming Urological Asso-
ciates 
Civil Engineering Professionals 
Charlotte Phillips 
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Cindy & James King 
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Clapp & Associates LLC 
Cleveland Dodge Foundation 
Cornelia Keller 
Daniel Rea 
Darlene Moens 
David & Melanie True 
Decker Auto Glass 
Deette Lundberg 
Denise R. Prugh, DDS 
Dino Wenino 
Donald Harris 
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Mattern 
Dr. Robert Pattalochi 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Narotzky 
Eleanore Walker 
Elliott Ramage 
Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming 
Errol Miller 
Farmer & Gerrie Housholder 
First Interstate Bank Foundation 
Frank Odasz 
Fred Eiserman 

Friends of the Platte River 
Gold Crown LLC 
Grace Jenkins 
GSG Architecture 
Hank & Fritzi Wilson 
Harry & Nola Ptasynski 
Heather Avery 
Heidi & Drew Walker 
Heisey Properties 
Hilltop National Bank 
Howard & Nina Ewart 
Inberg-Miller 
James Brown 
James & Kimberly Holloway 
James & Gloria Lawrence 
Jane Ifland 
Jane Johnson 
Janet Hayek 
John M. Kelly 
John P. Albanese 
John Yost 
Jonah Bank of Wyoming 
Judith & Mark Studer 
Judy Wert 
Kate Sarosy/Scott Sissman 
Katharine Morton 
Keith & Mary Cottam 
Keith & Diane Tyler 
Ken & Judy Barbe 
Kenneth & Cathy Schulte 
Kerry & Christine Lippincott 
Kim Bolding 
Lee & Barbara Grace 
Laura Jane Musser Fund 
Lenette Phillips 
Leo Riley & Co. 
Linda Nix 
Lisa Hubbard/Becky Rowe 
Lois Boyd 
Loretta Bentz 
Margo Perry 
Mary Carrico 
Mary Jane Reed 
Mary Lou Morrison 
Mary Lynn Shickich 
McMurry Foundation 
Mike & Jane Sullivan 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Straub 
Newell B. Sargent Foundation 
Nicole Carlson 
Once Upon A Child 

Pamela Mills 
Paul Genetti 
Pepper Tank & Contracting Co. 
Pillar Structural Engineering 
Richard Mills 
Robbie Humble 
Robert & Jane Tanner 
Robert Edgerly 
Robert Hudson 
Robert Ingram 
Robert & Karen Moenkhaus 
Robert Sutter 
Rocky Mountain Brake  
Rotary Club of Casper 
Sean & Barbara Ellis 
Servepro 
Steve & Libby Kurtz 
Stuart & TimAnn Day 
Sue Moore 
Suzey & Stephen Delger 
The Tate Foundation 
Terry & Del Johnson 
Thomas Murray 
Thomas & Lynn Lockhart 
Thomas & Pam Walker 
Thomas & Marta Stroock 
Tire Professionals 
Todd & Nancy Witzeling 
Todd & Christina Wykert 
Tony & Jan Valdez 
True Foundation  
Vaughn Cronin 
Western Medical Associates 
Westside Animal Hospital 
Williams, Porter, Day & Neville  
Worthington, Lenhart &  
Carpenter 
Wyoming Athletic Club 
Wyoming Flycasters 
Wyoming Medical Center 
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Stroock-Rea Friendship Key to Parkway Development: Brodie Farquhar 
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The Parkway lost a great advocate and 

visionary with the passing of Tom Stroock 

in December 2009.  Tom will be greatly 

missed by the Platte River Parkway Trust 

and his long time friend, Bart Rea.   

From 1907 to 1982, the comic strip “Mutt 

and Jeff” denoted the friendship and mis-

adventures of  two fellows – one tall, one 

short – on the pages of American newspa-

pers. Over time, the phrase “Mutt and 

Jeff” became idiomatic for any tall-and-

short pair of men (Mutt was the tall one) – 

a phrase that could easily come to mind for 

any observer of friends  Bayard “Bart” 

Rea and Tom Stroock. 

And like many old friends, they‟ve got 

some perennial inside jokes. Tom likes to 

tease Bart about his backyard beavers in 

Garden Creek – a complex love/hate rela-

tionship between man and beast. “Bart 

likes beavers, but he hates it when they go 

after his trees, so it is fun to tease him,” 

said Stroock. 

Then there‟s the matter of their alma mater 

football teams – Stroock‟s Yale and Rea‟s 

Princeton – which meet every year on the 

gridiron. “I‟ve bought Tom and Marta 

many a dinner over the years,” admitted a 

rueful Rea – the prize in their annual pig-

skin bets. Since 1873, Yale leads Princeton 

72-49-10. This fall, Princeton hosts Yale 

on November 14.  

And finally, there the “little brown birds.” 

Rea is an experienced birder, active in the 

Audubon Society. He‟s invited Stroock a 

few times to tag along on Audubon bir-

dathons – seeing how many different birds 

can be seen in a single day. “I can distin-

guish between white birds and brown 

birds, but I couldn‟t tell you much more 

than that,” confessed Stroock. 

“Tom has seen lots of „little brown birds,‟” 

chuckled Rea. 

Still, these old friends have played critical 

roles in the Platte River Parkway Trust – 

planting ideas that have taken decades to 

mature.  

Stroock  was one of the sparkplugs that 

started the Platte River Parkway Trust. He 

and fellow oil man Jim Hill (now de-

ceased) were in San Antonio on business, 

and were impressed how that city had re-

developed its riverside business district.  

“We were walking along the river and 

asked each other, „Why not Casper?‟” 

Stroock said. 

Why not indeed? The San Antonio River 

Walk had really become something spe-

cial, good for business and residents 

alike, said Stroock. 

While restaurants, hotels and shops 

dominate the banks of the San Antonio 

River, the Platte River that ran through 

Casper was relatively undeveloped, save 

for a refinery, industrial yards and rail-

road tracks. 

Stroock and an array of business and 

civic leaders worked quietly for years in 

the „60s and „70‟s, raising money, nego-

tiating with landowners and recruiting 

allies like the local chapter of the Audu-

bon Society. 

That‟s where Bart Rea came in. The lo-

cal Audubon Society owned a tract of 

land on the river and wanted to ensure 

that development of a parkway trail sys-

tem would preserve habitats for birds. 

Rea stepped into the volunteer board of 

the Platte River Parkway Trust as the 

Audubon representative some 20 years 

ago. 

Indeed, Rea is responsible for the highest 

profile aspect of the Parkway – the oil 

derrick at the corner of First and Poplar. 

He said the derrick idea was due to the 

strong support from the oil industry and 

oilmen like Tom Stroock for the Park-

way. 

“We wrote lots of letters to anyone 

who‟d been involved in the oil industry 

in Casper, and raised the money,” said 

Rea. 

Plans for the derrick came from a Penn-

sylvania museum that erroneously gave 

Rea original blueprints for one of the 

earliest oil derricks built in Pennsyl-

vania. Rea returned the plans, but not 

before he‟d had the plans copied in Cas-

per.  

The derrick was built by volunteers from 

the carpenters‟ union, on a concrete 

foundation that is 13-feet deep.  

Progress 

Overall, Stroock said he‟s very pleased 

with the progress the Parkway has made 

over the years, noting the construction of 

the Jonah Bank on the banks of the river 

and the conversion of the Tate Pum-

phouse into a restaurant and river 

recreation rental complex.  

“I thought the construction of river 

rapids would be too expensive,” said 

Stroock, but costs came in lower 

than expected with local work and 

fund-raising.  

Stroock said he‟d like to see more 

businesses focus on the river, ala 

San Antonio, with dining and enter-

tainment opportunities. Yet he‟s 

also cautious, understanding that too 

much development could over-

whelm the very values he treasures 

about the Parkway. 

Rea said that his ultimate vision for 

the Parkway would be to extend it 

from Bessemer Bend, all the way to 

the Edness K. Wilkins State Park. 

“That‟s a pretty historic trail that the 

pioneers used,” said Rea. 

He‟d also like to see a public, out-

door amphitheater developed along 

the Pathway, as a further amenity 

for Casper-area residents and visi-

tors alike. 

Rea also applauds the redevelop-

ment of the Tate Pumphouse, noting 

it can take years, even decades for 

good ideas to mature. 

In many communities, a Parkway-

like project would be done by the 

municipal government, said Rea. 

And because municipal govern-

ments can condemn property for the 

public good, there was a great deal 

of suspicion that the Parkway pro-

ject was going to use the power of 

eminent domain. 

“We made sure in the structure of 

the non-profit Parkway Trust, that‟s 

we‟d never be able to condemn 

land,” said Rea. As a result, opposi-

tion to the project has been nullified, 

he said, though it does take longer to 

get things done. 

One thing that Stroock and Rea have 

learned over the years, is that good 

things take time, patience and perse-

verance. “I really have learned to be 

more patient,” said Rea. 
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